FROM THE PASTOR

A few weeks ago, at the peak
of Spring, there was a persistent
robin red-breast outside my front
porch window. This bird kept
seeing itself in the reflection and
thinking “Oh what a pretty bird!”
and dive-bombing its reflection in
the window. Over, and over, and
over again! We tried hanging one
of my daughter’s art pieces in the
window to show the
window is solid—didn’t matter.
Thunk! Thunk! Thunk! we would
continue to hear as we chewed
our morning breakfast.

| know sometimes | can be like
that bird. | can get so caught in
my own mind that | trip over
myself. | think the same
thoughts. | worry the same
worries. | fall into the same
patterns of behavior that have
tripped me up over the years.
| choose people in my life that
reinforce that sameness. Maybe
when | stare into my mobile
phone, I look like that bird!

But what the church can offer
is a holy wind that carries us
away from these self-reflecting
windows. In the church, the Spirit
brings us into a relationship
beyond ourselves: with God, with
our neighbor, even with people
with whom we do not always
agree.

As we open our eyes and see
the vastness of what God offers
to us, we can spread our wings
and do courageous things in the
name of the God who carries us.

After my installation last
month, | feel lifted by this
congregation and the Holy Spirit
who joins us when we come
together. Week after week, we
are moved to think beyond our
own reflections and consider
something divine. This month
starts with the Pentecost story—
the coming of the Holy Spirit onto
the church. May this holy wind
continue to through us, in us, and
beyond us!

-Leah
Rev. Dr. Leah Fowler, Pastor

HEADLINERS

Pentecost Sunday-
will join us on this day.

Sunday School Recoqgnition Day-June 18. Hear from the children and thank our dedicated

teachers.

The Rev. Dr. Gloria Tate will preach and Teaneck Presbyterian
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WORSHIP SCHEDUL

June 4-Pentecost Sunday
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FAMILY PROMISE
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No fee but donation is accepted to cover refreshments & utility cost.
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Next Session: July 14th, 2017 (Fri), same time.
Program will continue once a month,
Every second Friday night.
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Don’t try to worm
your way out of it!
We want YOU at the Church Retreat this year!
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Pay by June 25" for a $5 per person discount!
Annual Fall Retreat

Presbyterian Camp and Conference Center
Johnsonburg, NJ

September 9-10, 2017
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