Yume Asano

Testimony at the 2015 Discovery Camp (Camp Quinipet - Shelter Island, NY)

Four years ago, | experienced the 3/11 Japan earthquake and tsunami. At the time, | was in 5" grade.
After the cleaning up of the gym during my 5% period class came to an end, and | was on the veranda of
my classroom hanging up towels to dry, suddenly we were attacked by heavy shaking. Although |
instantly went into the classroom and hid under a desk, the desk started to shake a lot and the
backpack on the desk fell to the ground. | remember grabbing my friend’s hand without even thinking.

| went back home with my mom and we were preparing to evacuate to the school. At that moment, in
my sight | saw a black wave fill and flow through the road, and my mom and | went up to the roof of my
house. As the car that was parked on the ground washed away, the gasoline lit up and went on fire. |
heard the screeching sound of the car, the house, and all the things floating and hitting each other. And
although it was March, it was snowing. My mom and | spent a night in a room on the second floor of my
house.

| have lost many things. But | am not devastated. This is because | have received many things from
people all over the world. It was not just material items, but love and kindness. Even now, there are
earthquakes from time to time. Surprisingly, | do not panic and | can calmly prepare to evacuate and |
feel as though my heart has become stronger.

From this natural disaster, | was able to learn something important. This is to treasure your life and to
put your maximum effort into protecting that life. There are many people who are supporting Japan.
Because of this, | want to try my best to not lose to difficulties. Also, | would like to continue holding
onto these feelings of gratefulness. | participated in this camp this year to share these feelings of
thankfulness. Thank you to all those who have prayed for us. Thank you very much.

(Translated by Kanako Muratomi)
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